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A Pk b ‘*‘Z;;// ON THE QUALIFICATION AND WORK OF AN ELDER IN THE
Y7250 77 ,¢7 Z e BT 2o A7 M/ CHURCH OF CHRIST.
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Xy Mt FONF

»

THE work of an Elder in the Church | in conduct, and instead of being ensamples
of Christ, appears to be very weighty, and | to the flock, they be tempted to Lord it
not to be moved in, but as the mind is || over the heritage. )
brought under 2 right concern, and influ- ‘ When I consider the weight and import-
enced by that wisdom which gives a right | ance of the work confided to (thld?rs,lln‘s
understanding in those things that belong l query arises in my mind, Who is suffi-
to their office. l cient for these things " For such weighty

To take the oversight of the flock, and | services, the sufficiency must be of God,‘or
to judge of the ministry, requires, that, \\ the work cannot be nghl]y done. For
such as are selected for those services shquld (I \\'i(l\ou't a dmnzz perception, tl:cly ca.n‘l_l()t
be well grounded in religion, and acquaint- | be qualified to.dlsccrn, and give the living
ed with the mystery of Godliness ; it re- Child to the right Mother. And if there

uires a deep going down to feel after the | is not wisdom and skill to use the snuffers
& L i ts: it | with judgment and discretion, they may &
mind of Truth in all their movemen S 5 h judg i iy
requires clear discerning, and sound judg- | extinguish t{xc ig l“"l“ ;nm;z ‘nabri;;lu)
i i ili . it || to remove that which obs! s its bright-
ment ; it requires dee; humility of hs?r(, it ! pg ! 3
requir’es thgdivine a:‘x)ointing, and without | ness, (}112[ hxt mla) §hm;:0:\:th}; g‘:cc?tgclf‘)c\::
i i i ness. the selection s
o S the.reof e l‘hc“ Oﬂif)cf vi:c is made in and by the Church® when ¢
el Ly dlschargfid 5 she mnCo‘:n' h. | under the divine influence, no doubt but [¢
Truth fhor to the edification of the Ghur= ioht will be named and the Lot rest [
For without these qualifications they are || the ng:‘h[c“:—i h:ly qu\li’ﬁcd b
Wedy o et jUdgmcnéan i‘oﬁd:l(ft\; ?‘p]‘:))r\‘vcllinq i% that which gives ability to [;
i i in rel Lrng ] . i
and. bl furv;l]ar more to gomc | Jabour in the Church of Christ, an <I)L}k :
Society, exposes them ratie if -ord in season to them that are ready
peculiar temptations, and I fear hath lifted | 2 worc 1 5 Z
e e e by O'f t.h“]“' I mOfr?ll:zkinrr over the advices of our j"cnri‘, 3
T s th‘st::titnlg Meeting of Ministers and Elders m]l'h]L A
7 1 r €rT TES L “ne lines, which Fe
teo i \fery.hl'tetly 'tf) thougﬁ they | year 1755, Ffind the mlhl);\,”“'D l\mfll))’ul .'u:d 3
e T el ds, whether || appearto me worthy to be trans , ar
Sy e cipble bo iz dEie not 3 || with which I close this little A 2Yy 3 e
they agree with sound doctrine OF in || « And when the FElders n{\pmm? hm ﬂh{ o K
o STEITER A down, and u-l:“:l can- || them and have the oversight of t 'L ]\ L].I, :
iri i ini e ) e £ -d the renly lead-
STocit i A that r_mmstcr,' : :;yﬁow have faithfully followed the hcn\snl? r‘ d-
not know from what spring thewores > | been as Aaron and Hur, 3
and for want of this knowledge they are trengthening their s
likely to err in judgment, and instead of | jes of God’s Tsracl, [
helping forward the true birth, becomt el ad leading the people on their way lf,“,m g
means of stifling, or slaying of it. And o -tory to vict nemies into &
S i and sound [ victory o Truth.”
for want of clear discerning ai® = false | the dominion of Tr L
judgment, they may err by nursing a1~ | MARY MITCHELL.
birth : and if there is not 2 dwelling 1

a P oing | 8ib meth, 1807
deep humility, there is danger of erring
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