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OUTLINE AND OVERVIEW

1.  THE MANY FACES OF DARTMOUTH



REVELATIONS, SURPRISES, AND TEDIUM IN THE TOWN MEETING RECORDS OF
OLD DARTMOUTH 1674-1787

THE “VILLAGES” OF OLD DARTMOUTH
BEFORE THE FIRST DIVISION IN 1787
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2.  BACKGROUND FOR THESE PARTICULAR RECORDS

A.  DECISION BY CITY OF NEW BEDFORD IN 1888
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B.   PROCESS OF TRANSCRIPTION AND CREATION OF INDEX

C.  IMPROVEMENT IN ACCESSIBILITY 1969

D.  MORE IMPROVEMENT IN FACILITY OF USE 2014

E.  PLANS FOR FURTHER IMPROVEMENT IN 2014

3.  TOWN MEETINGS COVERED BY THIS COLLECTION

A.  RECORDS THOUGHT TO BE LOST

B.  KNOWN MISSING INFORMATION PHILLIP CUMMINGS,  
     CONSTABLE
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4.  ANIMALS, WILD AND DOMESTICATED MORE IMPORTANT THEN

NAMES OF ANIMALS IN THE COLLECTION OF DTMR1674-1787
DOMESTIC: GEESE, HOGS/SWINE, SHEEP, RAMS, HORSES, STEERS,   

               HEIFERS, OXEN, GOATS, COWS
WILD: WILD CATS, BEARS, WOLVES, SQUIRRELS, BLACKBIRDS, CROWS,   

    FISH, DEER

Examples: 

1684, 24 September-”the Town have ordered that the Indians shall have liberty to hunt 
provided that they doo kill thre woolves or three bears: or pay ten shilling yearly to 
itch village the Indians that belong to Quishnet are to pay ten shillings to John Spooner
and the Indians belonging to Ponaganset are to pay teen shillings to Return Badcock 
and the Indians to Cokset are to pay teen shillings to Jeames Sisson the aforsaid money
is to be received for the Town's use and delivered to the Town at their demand” 
(DTMR:004)

1685, 29 May - “that whereas it doth appear that Indian Robben living at Saconet did kill a 
wolf some time this last year within the township of Dartmouth that he shall have six 
shillings paid unto him out of the Town's rate by the Constable at some convenient 
time after the making of this years rate and that any Indian or Indians that shall kill 
any wolves or bears hereafter within this Township and bring the heads of said wolf 
or bear to the Constable shall have six shillings paid unto him or them for each wolf or 
bear so killed.  Also ordered that the English shall have ten shillings for the killing of a 
wolf or bear within this Township to be paid out of the town rate by the Constable.” 
(DTMR:006)

1686, 26 July - “It is ordered that horse kind of 2 year old and upwards shall be valued at fifty
shillings a piece oxen at seven pounds a yoke steers of four year old and upwards to be
counted oxen and steers and heifers of two year old and three year old to be counted as
cows and cows to be valued at forty shillings a piece and yearling both mete(sic) and
horsekind to be valued at twenty shillings a piece and sheep and goats of a year old
and upwards at five shillings a piece and  swine of a year old and upwards at eight
shillings a piece.”(DTMR:008)
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1704/05, 29 January – {Early tax abatement and tax transfer program}“At a Town Meting(sic)
in Dartmouth the: 29 day of February:1704/05:” . . . . it is also ordered at said meeting 
that every householder being a planter shall kill 12 blackbirds between the first day of 
January and the middle of May yearly on pain of forfeiting three half pence for every 
bir  d   they shall  neglect  of  killing of  sd number sd forfeitures  to  be added to each  
defective person's Town rate yearly to be paid to the Town stock and further it is  
ordered that for every blackbird that shall be killed within the Town within the time 
limited over the number of 12 to each planter as above shall be paid 1 penny out of the 
Town stock or be abated out of their rate in the next Town Rate.  It is also ordered that 
each  crow that shall be killed within the sd time yearly shall be reckoned for three  
blackbirds.  It is also ordered that Joseph Tripp Matthew Wing Nathan Howland John 
Russell and Isaac Spooner be the persons to take account of what birds are killed in the 
Town and give an account yearly to the Selectmen so that the penalty may be laid on 
those that are such as are negligent and money may be raised to pay to them that kill 
more than their number.  It is also ordered that there shall  be a law book bought for  
the Town's use and be paid for out of the Town rate above sd. “(DTMR:021)
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5.  BALANCE THE RESPONSIBILITIES BETWEEN THE  “VILLAGES”

It is apparent that a semblance of balance was aimed for in the choice of people 
to fill various town offices with attention being paid to the three sections called 
“villages” Cushena, Ponaganset, and Coxcet.  Note in the following examples.

27May 1679 “Richard Sison (sic), Henry Tucker and Thomas Pope are chosen Surveyors . . .” 
(DTMR:002)   Note that Sisson was from Coxcet, Tucker from Ponaganset, and Pope 
from Cushena.

30 May 1681 “. . .that it shall be accounted as sufficient warning for Town Meetngs for the 
constable to sett up their notice one att the house of William Spooner and one att the 
house of Richard Sison(sic) and one at the mill in each of which notice shall be 
represented the occasion of the meeting.” (DTMR:003) Spooner was from Cushena, 
Sisson, Coxet, and “at the mill” referred to Smith Mills in Ponaganset

1 June 1683  “Also Richard Sisson John Smith and Thomas Taber are chosen to survey the 
road that lies through the town that so it may be brought to record and they are to 
have each of them two shillings and six pence a day to be paid out of the rate.” 
(DTMR:004) Sisson, Coxcet, Smith, Ponaganset, Taber, Cushena.

12 November 1684 “The town have ordered that the Indians shall have liberty to hunt 
provided that they do kill three wolves or three bears: or pay ten shillings yearly to 
each village the Indians that do belong to Quishnet are to pay ten shillings to John 
Spooner and the Indians belonging to Ponaganset are to pay ten shillings to Return 
Badcock and the Indians of Cokset are to pay ten shillings to Jeames Sisson the 
aforesaid money is to be received for the Town 's use and delivered to the Town at 
their demand.” (DTMR:005)  Again, notice that attention is paid to each of the 
three”villages”: Spooner, Cushena (Quishnet), Return Badcock was from Smith Mills 
in Ponaganset “village” and Sisson was from the Head of Westport in Coxcet.

1685, 29 May - “it is agreed that . . .the Village of Coxset shall extend so far as Peleg Slocums 
and ponaganset village from thence to Hezakiah Smiths and that Coxset Village shall 
repair the roadways from the Westerrmost side of this township to the east side of the 
Nocachak river and Ponaganset from thence unto the east side of the next swamp to 
the east of the rock swamp which is about midway between the mill and Cushnet and 
Cushnet village to repair from thence to the east side of this township” (DTMR:006)
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6.  TOWN OFFICERS: SOME THE SAME SOME VERY DIFFERENT

A.  MODERATOR, TOWN CLERK, SELECTMEN, TOWN TREASURER , 
      ASSESSORS, CONSTABLES

B.  FENCEVIEWER, POUND KEEPER, FIELD DRIVERS, SEALER OF 
  LEATHER, HOG REEVE, REPRESENTATIVE, SURVEYOR OF TIMBER, 
  TYTHING MEN, ETC ETC
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7. A FEW SURPRISES:

A.  FIRST MILL MENTIONED IN “RUSSELLS MILLS” WAS   
      “RICKETSON'S MILL”  
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B.  PROBLEMS WITH COUNTERFEIT MONEY!!

8.  MISCELLANEOUS ENTRIES

DR. JOHN JENCKES  . . . . . . . .DTMR:146, 153, 180, 187

EXCHANGE RATE . . . . . . . . .  DTMR:586

PHILLIP CUMMINGS. . . . . . .  DTMR:14, 19, 35

CUFFE, JOHN & PAUL . . . . . . DTMR:555, 607

OATH OF FIDELITY . . . . . . . . .DTMR:5, 7, 554

POWDER & BULLETS . . . . . . . DTMR: 356, 367, 509-5

PEDLARS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .DTMR: 504, 505, 506
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9.  SAMPLE PAGES FROM THE INDEX CREATED BY THE TRANSCRIBER
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SURNAMES MENTIONED IN THE DARTMOUTH TOWN MEETING
RECORDS 1674-1787

A SIMPLE LIST
A THRU G

ADAMS, AKIN/AIKEN/AKEN, ALDEN/AULDEN, ALLEN/ALLINE, ALMY, 
ANDROS/ANDROUS, ANTHONY, AUSTEN, 

BADCOCK/BADCOK, BAKER, BARKER, BARNEY, BAYLIS, 
BENNETT/BENET/BENNIT/BENNET, BISBEE/BYSBEE, BISHOP, 
BLACKWELL, BLOSSOM, BOOMER, BLYTH, BORDEN, BOWDISH, 
BOWEN, BRIANT/BRYANT, BRIGGS, BRIGHTMAN, BROWNELL, 
BUFFENTON, BURDEN, 

CADMAN, CAIN, CANN, CANNON/CANON, CASE, CHACE/CHASE, 
CHADWICK, CHAFFEE, CHAPMAN, CHILDS, CHURCH, CLAGHORN, 
CLARK, CLAWSON, CLEAVES, CLERK, COBB, CODDINGTON, 
COGGESHALL, COMINS/CUMMINGS/CUMMINS, COLLINS, 
COOCK/COOK, CORISH/CORNISH, CORNAL/CORNEL/CORNELL, CORY,  
CRAN, CRANDON, CRANE, CROCKER, CROWELL, CUDBARD, CUFF, 
CUSHING, CUSHMAN/CUISHMAN, 

DAVIS/DAVIES, DELANO/DELINO/DINALL/DILENO/DEALANO/DELINAY, 
DEMMONS/DEMONS/DEAMONS, DENNIS, 
DEVOL/DEVIL/DIVEL/DAVILL/DAVEL/DAVIL, DILLINGHAM, DREW, 
DURFEE, DYER, 

EARL(E), EAST, EASTLAND, EATON, EDY/EDDY, EGGREY, ELDRIDGE, 
ELES/ELLES/ELLIS, ESLAND, 

FANCE, FAUGHN/VAUGHN, FISH, FORSTER, FRANKLIN, FREEMAN, 
FULLER, 

GARDNER, GARNER, GARRISH, GATCHEL, GERRISH/JIRESH, 
GIDLEY,GIFFORD, 
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SURNAMES MENTIONED IN THE DARTMOUTH TOWN MEETING
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A SIMPLE LIST
H THRU R

HALLODAY, HAMON/HARMON/HAMMOND, HANCOCK, HANDY, HART, 
HASKILL, HASKINS, HATHAWAY/HADAWAY, HAWS, HAVENS/HEAVENS, 
HEAD, HEDLEY, HICKS/HIX, HILLMAN, HOPKINS, HORSKINS, HOLLY, 
HOMES, HOWARD/HOWERD, HOWLAND, HUDDLESTON(E)/HUDESTON, 
HULL, HUNT, HUSSEY, HUTTON, 

INGRAHAM, 

JENCKS, JENE/JENNE/JENEY/JENNEY, JIREST, JONES, JONE, JOY, 
KEATH, KEEN, KEMPTON/KEMPTON/KEMTON/KIMTON, KENY, KENNEY,
KERBY/KIRBY, 

LADD, LAKE, LAPHAM/LAPPUM, LAWRENCE, LAWTON, LAYTON, 
LEONARD, LINCOLN, LORING/LOWRAIN, LOWDEN, LITTLE, 

MACOMBER/MACCUMBER, MACY, MANCHESTER, MAXFIELD, 
MAYHEW, McPHERSON, MENDALL, 
MERIHIU/MARATHEW/MERIHOO/MERIHOW/MERIHO, MILK, MILLER, 
MITCHELL, MORTON, MOSHER, MOT/MOTT, MUGLESTONE, 

NASH, NEGROES, NELSON, NICKSON, NORTON, NYE/NEY, 

OMEN, 

PADOCK, PALMER, PARKER, 
PECKHAM/PECKUM/PEKOM/PECKUM/PECKOM, PELL, PERKINS, 
PERRY, PIRCE/PIERCE/PEIRCE, POPE, POTTER, PRATT, PRICE, 
PROCTOR, 

RANDALL, REED, RICHMAN/RICHMOND, RICKETSON/RICKSON, RIDER, 
RIDINGTON, RITCHIE, ROBESON, ROGERS, ROTCH, ROUS/ROUSE, 
RUSSELL/RUSEL, 
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A SIMPLE LIST
S THRU W

SAMSON, SANDFORD/SANFORD, SAVORY, SEVERANCE, SHAW, 
SHAMAN/SHARMAN/SHEARMAN/SHERMAN, SHELEY, 
SHEPARD/SHEPERD, SISSON/SISON, SLADE, SLOCOM/SLOCUM, SMITH, 
SOG, SOUL/SOULE/SOULL/SOWLE/SOLE/SOAL, SOUTHWORTH, 
SPOONER, SPRAGUE, STARKWEATHER, STOCKS, SUMMERS, 
SUMMERTON, SWEAT, SWEET, SWIFT, 

TABER/TABAR/TABOR/TEABOR, TALLMAN/TALMAN, TERRY, 
THRASHER, THROOP, THURBER, TIBBETS/TIPPETS, TINKHAM/TINCUM, 
TOBET, TOMSON, TRAFFORD, TRIPP, TUCKER, TUCKERMAN, TUPPER, 
TURNER, 

VINCENT, VINTON, 

WADAY/WADY, WAIT/WATE, WARREN, WASHBURN/WARSHBURN, 
WESTGATE, WEEDEN, WEST, WHITE, WHITELY, 
WILBER/WILBOR/WILBOUR/WILBUR, 
WILCOCK/WILCOCKS/WILCOX/WILLCOKS, WILKEY, WILLIS, 
WILLIAMS, WING, WINSLOW, WODEL/WODLE, WOOD, WOODMANCY,
WRIGHTINGTON


