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JOHN CUMMINGS WAS ONE OF THREE SONS 
OF BENJAMIN CUMMINGS
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THE JOHN CUMMINGS HOUSE

CONSERVATORY

O
U
T
L
E
T



HISTORY OF THE REAL ESTATE ACCORDING TO HENRY B. 
WORTH IN “SMITH MILLS” ODHS #20
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Source: Lawrence B. Cummings-”Our Cummings Family” 3 volume 
typescript-v2:p186,187

”. . .May of 1830 John (Cummings) embarked on his own
career in business. . .when he bought his brother William's
interest in the store, with land and buildings on the north side
of the highway in Smiths Mills, from the corner eastward
almost to the river, and northward to the mill pond. . . .Soon
after this purchase John erected two buildings which were
important landmarks in his life- - one, his home; the other, his
new store. It is likely that he built the house first, for he
needed it at once for his increasing family, and the existing
store could serve for a while longer. . . .





The house which John built- - his home for
the rest of his life and the birthplace of
most of his children—still stands on the
north side of the road on the east side of
the west outlet of the pond, the mill-race
or “sawmill privilege”.





It is a spacious frame-house, squarely built, two 
storys high with an extensive ell in the rear, then 
painted white, with green shutters.  It had the 
typical arrangement of a central hall with two 
large rooms on each side, and a tall staircase 
curving to the hall and chambers above.  A porch 
ran along the western side , and a “conservatory” 
extended from the eastern room.



When it was built , before the country
road was widened into the present
(1952) roaring concrete highway,
lopping off the front yard, it was set well
back from the road , behind an iron fence.
A driveway ran from the road along the
east side of the house, curving in a circle
behind it to the barn that stood near the
edge of the pond.



The mill race was walled with massive stones.
Near the barn the corn crib spanned the
stream, and east of the house two stone
bridges, each bearing a “summer house”, led to
the corner lot where John's famous flower-
garden bloomed under the care of Jonathan
Maxfield.



The furnishings of the house were in the Victorian
taste. Some pieces of the west parlor have survived—
gracefully curved mahogany and stamped crimson
velvet—and one sturdy dining room chair that could
have been modeled by Duncan Phyfe. Brass andirons
and the lovely blue of the Staffordshire china gave
color. The silverware was heavy and of simple
design. Little is left. Even the cradle in which each of
the eleven children was rocked, has gone.”
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EDWARD TUCKER HOUSE

“ A STAR-CROSSED HOMESTEAD”





HENRY B. WORTH - BACKGROUND FOR THIS HOUSE



DEED EXTRACTS

1718,18 DEC, (BCLR 13 557), ELISHIB SMITH, WEAVER TO
ADAM MOTT, BLACKSMITH: PART OF HOMESTEAD OF
ELISHIB SMITH “WHEREON THE SAID ADAM MOTT IS NOW
BUILDING A HOUSE”; 2 POUNDS CURRENT MONEY

1773, 25 MAR, (BCLR 10 118), THOMAS MOTT TO JOHN SMITH
2ND , 105 POUNDS LAWFUL MONEY, 1 ACRE + 30 RODS ON W
SIDE OF ROAD AND ¾ ACRE ON E SIDE OF ROAD, WITH ALL
APPURTANCES (WHICH I GOT BY INHERITANCE)





DEED EXTRACTS

1849 (BCLR 18 26), BY THE ASSIGNEES OF CHARLES T &
HENRY S PACKARD TO LUTHAN POTTER; 11 ½ ACRE LOT
WITH BUILDINGS THEREON, BEGINNING AT A CORNER OF
BAPTIST MEETING HOUSE LOT, $4,000; (ASSIGNEES:
WILLIAM TUCKER, LEMUEL MOSHER, PELEG PECKHAM,
FRANCIS CARRUTH?, HENRY H. CRAPO)

1867, 30 APR, (BCLR 62 374), LUTHAN & PATIENCE POTTER
TO EDWARD TUCKER, $3,600, 5 ACRES + 100 RODS, WITH
BUILDINGS THEREON

AFTER 1899 THIS HOUSE WAS ACQUIRED BY THE 
CLARENCE A. WHEATON FAMILY











































MAJOR FIRE – INJURIES & LOST RACE HORSES 1913

WORK ACCIDENT- LEAVING WIDOW & 7CHILDREN 1924

MURDER OF TEEN - AGED DAUGHTER & SUICIDE 1954



QUESTIONS??


