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●1133 FISHER RD – DARTMOUTH GRANGE HALL

●847 ROCK O’DUNDEE RD – CUMMINGS HOUSE

●1157 RUSSELLS MILLS RD – JOSHUA HOWLAND HOUSE

●1167 RUSSELLS MILLS RD – RUSSELLS MILLS SCHOOL #2

●1200 RUSSELLS MILLS RD – SECOND CHRISTIAN CHURCH

●1205 RUSSELLS MILLS RD – RUSSELLS MILLS VILLAGE 

SCHOOL

SELECTED ‘HOUSES’



SELECTED HOUSE HISTORIES- RUSSELLS MILLS

FOUR OF OUR SIX SUBJECTS WERE THERE IN 1856



SELECTED HOUSE HISTORIES



DARTMOUTH GRANGE #162 PATRON’S HALL

ADDRESS: 1133 FISHER RD

● PRESENT OWNER: DARTMOUTH GRANGE # 162

● MACRIS REFERENCE: DAR.86

●HISTORICAL OWNERS: PUBLIC SCHOOL, WAREHOUSE, GRANGE
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GRANGE HALL 1133 FISHER RD



KEY DATES

GRANGE HALL 1133 FISHER RD

1837 - PARCEL OF LAND PURCHASED FROM SECOND CHRISTIAN SOCIETY, 

1867 - UNITED STATES GRANGE, PATRONS OF HUSBANDRY, ORGANIZED

1871 - NEW SCHOOL BUILT AT 1205 RM ROAD

1873 - SOLD TO JAMES H. & NANCY SLOCUM, USED AS RENTAL MEETING HALL & 

1888 - DARTMOUTH GRANGE ESTABLISHED

1892 – PURCHASED FOR $200 BY DARTMOUTH GRANGE
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SELECTED HOUSE HISTORIES- RUSSELLS MILLS

PHOTO CREDIT: SAM MANLEY



847 ROCK O’DUNDEE RD - CUMMINGS HOUSE

ADDRESS: 847 ROCK O’DUNDEE RD

● PRESENT OWNER: SARAH BENHAM SPONGBERG

● MACRIS REFERENCE: DAR.49

●HISTORICAL OWNERS: BENJAMIN CUMMINGS



CUMMINGS HOUSE 847 ROCK O’DUNDEE RD
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CUMMINGS HOUSE 847 ROCK O’DUNDEE RD



CUMMINGS HOUSE 847 ROCK O’DUNDEE RD

BUILDING 1



CUMMINGS HOUSE 847 ROCK O’DUNDEE RD

BUILDING 2
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CUMMINGS HOUSE 847 ROCK O’DUNDEE RD



1157 RUSSELLS MILLS RD JOSHUA HOWLAND HOUSE

ADDRESS: 1157 RUSSELLS MILLS RD

● PRESENT OWNER: KATHLEEN S. FENTRESS

● MACRIS REFERENCE: DAR.59

●HISTORICAL OWNERS: JOSHUA HOWLAND, G. SMITH, W. A. SMITH, 

INTER-CHURCH COUNCIL OF GREATER NEW BEDFORD, DAVID W. 

FENTRESS
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1157 RUSSELLS MILLS RD – JOSHUA HOWLAND HOUSE

This house was built by Joshua Howland c. 1780. Born in 1754, Joshua

In 1788 Joshua married Eunice Wood and they had four children who reached
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1157 RUSSELLS MILLS RD – JOSHUA HOWLAND HOUSE

JOSHUA HOWLAND II, b 1796 INHERITED ON DEATH OF HIS FATHER c 1820

HE WAS A SPORTS ENTHUSIAST, BUILT A RACE COURSE ON THE FARM, AND HAD FINE HORSES

NOT GOOD HANDLING HIS INHERITANCE, SQUANDERED MONEY, SOLD FARM TO SATISFY CREDITORS

NEXT OWNER: DR. WILLIAM B. MASON; IN 1833 TO ELIJA MACOMBER; 1837 TO ABRAHAM RUSSELL; 1854 TO JAMES B. ALLEN; 1857 TO DR. FRA



1167 RUSSELLS MILLS RD – RUSSELLS MILLS SCHOOL #2

ADDRESS: 1167 RUSSELLS MILLS RD

● PRESENT OWNER: JOHN P. & BETSY POWEL

● MACRIS REFERENCE: DAR.187

●HISTORICAL OWNERS: PUBLIC SCHOOL, VACANT
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1167 RUSSELLS MILLS RD - RUSSELLS MILLS SCHOOL #2

PHOTO CREDITS: ROBERT PAUL PROPERTIES
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1948 GRADUATES OF RUSSELLS MILLS SCHOOL: CLASS OF DHS1953



1200 RUSSELLS MILLS RD – SECOND CHRISTIAN CHURCH

ADDRESS: 1200 RUSSELLS MILLS RD

● PRESENT OWNER: JANE BAYARD TUCKERMAN, TRUSTEE

● MACRIS REFERENCE: DAR.82

●HISTORICAL OWNERS: CHURCH, CHILDREN'S MUSEUM, THEATER
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SUCCESSOR TO CHILDREN’S MUSEUM IN RUSSELLS MILLS
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SELECTED HOUSE HISTORIES- RUSSELLS MILLS

Scope and contents note: The collection includes operational records, on cards, tissue and blueprint 
the New Bedford Public Library for display.

EXHIBIT AT CHILDREN’S MUSEUM
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1200 RUSSELLS MILLS RD – SECOND CHRISTIAN CHURCH

“... Particularly notable is the establishment of several Christian churches during the period.  (The Christian church adopte
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1200 RUSSELLS MILLS RD – SECOND CHRISTIAN CHURCH

“... Of the ecclesiastical structures built in the period, only two are known to survive, the Hixville Christian Church, a st
(MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Dartmouth)



1205 RUSSELLS MILLS RD – VILLAGE SCHOOL

ADDRESS: 1205 RUSSELLS MILLS RD

● PRESENT OWNER: TOWN OF DARTMOUTH

● MACRIS REFERENCE: DAR.84

●HISTORICAL OWNERS: SCHOOL, LIBRARY, DARTMOUTH HISTORICAL & 

ARTS SOCIETY 

BUILDING
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1205 RUSSELLS MILLS RD – RUSSELLS MILLS VILLAGE SCHOOL



SOME IMPORTANT DATES

1205 RUSSELLS MILLS RD – RUSSELLS MILLS VILLAGE SCHOOL & LIBRARY

1871 - LAND PURCHASED FROM GEORGE KIRBY, SCHOOL HOUSE BUILT
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 1 YEAR; SITE OF ROTATING DARTMOUTH HIGH SCHOOL (3 

1895 - “DARTMOUTH FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY” ESTABLISHED

1914 - BUILDING VACANT, NEW SCHOOL BUILT AT 1167 RM RD

1916 - REMODELED FOR LIBRARY; 2 SINGLE ENTRANCE DOORS CONVERTED TO DOUBLE 

1956 - TOWN LIBRARIES INTEGRATED

1960 - NEW CHIMNEY, STAIRWAY, WASHROOM, OFFICE, FLOOR TILES, SHELVING

1920-1966 LIBRARY OPENED AT NOON TO BENEFIT SCHOOL CHILDREN FROM RM SCHOOL (RM 

1970 - LIBRARY CLOSED

2011-2018? LEASED BY DHAS
AUTHORITY: ELSIE HASKELL, HISTORY
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1205 RUSSELLS MILLS RD – RUSSELLS MILLS VILLAGE SCHOOL



ONE OF OUR VERY SPECIAL MEMBERS RECENTLY CELEBRATED HIS 100TH BIRTHDAY BY GOING TO THE GYM (AS HE REGULARLY DOES)

LET’S ALL SING HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO HORACE WILDES!!!!



QUESTIONS??  COMMENTS???


