
WELCOME BACK



TO THE SUNDAY AFTERNOON HISTORY LECTURES 
AT THE RUSSELLS MILLS SCHOOLHOUSE



 QUAKER PIONEERS OF 
DARTMOUTH

THE SMITH FAMILY



SMITHS: QUAKER PIONEERS

  Smith Neck Meetinghouse 

  Smith Mills

 Smith Farm

 Smith Neck
  

 ALL FAMILIAR DARTMOUTH PLACES



SMITH FARMHOUSE

Photo Credit: Emma Sylvia



SMITH FARM, SCENE

Photo credits: Dartmouth Natural Resources Trust



SMITH FARMHOUSE -1955
(another view)

Photo Credits:Sally Aldrich, Fortier



SMITHS: QUAKER PIONEERS

 John married twice and had a very large family:

 m1 1648 Deborah Howland, 5 children
 Hassadiah, John III, Josiah, Eleazer, Hezekiah

 m2 1665 Ruhamah Kirby, 9 children
 Deliverance, Mehitable, Gershom, Judah, Eliashib, Sarah dy, Hannah, 

Deborah, Sarah



SMITHS: QUAKER PIONEERS

 FOCUS ON THE FAMILY OF JOHN SMITH & 
WIFE RUHAMAH (KIRBY) SMITH



SMITHS: QUAKER PIONEERS



SMITHS: QUAKER PIONEERS

 IN THE WORDS OF HENRY WORTH: “John 
Smith having married a daughter of Arthur and 
Margaret Howland of Marshfield, he with them 
later entered into the faith of Friends and paid the 
penalty for “holding Quaker meetings” and 
“entertaining Foragne friends,” among these the 
famous Nicholas Upsall, “white with years.””



SMITHS: QUAKER PIONEERS

 FOCUS ON THE FAMILY OF JOHN SMITH & 
WIFE RUHAMAH (KIRBY) SMITH

 FURTHER ZOOM IN ON SON JUDAH SMITH



SMITHS: QUAKER PIONEERS

 DHAS is proud of its “Research Workbench”

 Particularly its collection of “primary sources”

 Including (but not limited to):
 Over 6,000 pages of Quaker Records from DMM

 Old Dartmouth Town Meeting Records up to 1
st

 division of the Town

 Dartmouth Proprietors Records

 Original Deeds from all Old Dartmouth territory + (up to 1890s)

 Records of Plymouth Colony

 Records of Portsmouth RI

 And. . . more

  















DEEDS OF OLD DARTMOUTH



SMITH FAMILY CEMETERY

Photo Credit: Emma Sylvia



ZOOMED IN VIEW

Photo Credit: Emma Sylvia



SMITHS: QUAKER PIONEERS

 JUDAH SMITH IN THE QUAKER RECORDS



SMITHS: QUAKER PIONEERS

 Source:(DMM: BMD 1699-1880: Sec 1: 7)



SMITHS: QUAKER PIONEERS
 In 1704, Judah was a witness to his brother’s marriage  

  

 . . .in the presence of god and in the -

 presents of this assembly thiere promising to Live

 faithfully man and wife tell Deth seperate

 them: in testimony of the same thay have set to

 thayer names this: 24 Day of the 6 month 1704. . .Judah Smith  
Source: (DMM: BMD 1699-1880: Sec 1: 148) 

 There are 14 additional references to “Judah Smith” in this same (DMM: BMD 1699-1880: Sec 1: various 
pp)



In 1719, Judah’s son William died as a teenager

(DMM:BMD 1699-1880:Section 4:714)



11
th

 Month 1730/31

Source (DMM:MM 1727-1762:41)



1706 Woman’s Minutes give another fact 
about Judah

“from this meeting Judah Smith undertakes 
for a year the tending of the meeting hous”

Source (DMM:WM 1699-1782:42)



Our Collection of Bristol County Land Records 
(not yet online) show 122 occurrences of “Judah 
Smith” in the first 25 volumes of the 156 volumes 
we have in the collection.

It would be too tedious to show many of these 
but, rest assured, they are rich with details 
about Judah Smith of Dartmouth!!

A couple, selected at random, will illustrate the 
nature of the content.







JUDAH’S FATHER PLANS AHEAD



JUDAH IN THE ODTMR 
INDEX



JUDAH IN ODTMR (p11)

March 30, 1692/93



JUDAH IN ODTMR (p40)

March 30, 1692/93

March 13 1720/21



THE LOGICAL DEDUCTION
OBVIOUSLY, THE ARCHIVES HAVE MUCH MORE ABOUT THESE SMITHS 

OF DARTMOUTH THAN WE DEMONSTRATED HERE TODAY.

FACT: LT. JOHN, BY HIS TWO WIVES HAD EIGHT SONS!!!

FACT: THE SMITH FAMILY IS ONLY ONE OF MULTIPLE DARTMOUTH 
FAMILIES

FACT: WE HAVE LOOKED IN DETAIL, ONLY AT JUDAH, 1 of 8 SONS

FACT: WE LOOKED ONLY IN A SMALL SUBSET OF THE AVAILABLE     
    ARCHIVES

FACT: GIVEN THESE FACTS; WE FOUND SEVERAL HUNDRED   
    REFERENCES TO JUDAH SMITH

CONCLUSION: THE DHAS ONLINE PRIMARY RECORDS ARCHIVES ARE 
A PROVERBIAL GOLDMINE FOR SERIOUS GENEALOGICAL & HISTORICAL 

RESEARCH!!! (and they get better as we continue adding new records.) 



THAT’S ALL FOR TODAY!

TIME FOR QUESTIONS AND THEN REFRESHMENTS
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