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It is important to me to explain to the reader my motivation for

sharing the following story which is very gloomy and doleful. I grew

up in a family which had the experience of suffering the effects of a

suicide and I personally witnessed the after shock of that momentous

family event. Let me briefly explain; my maternal grandfather, before

I was born, took the efforts to block the ventilation around doors and

windows in his place of employment (The Wamsutta Club), write a

note, lie down and turn on the gas jets, and take his own life leaving a

widow and two daughters. .
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One of these daughters later became my mother. I was not born

until a few years after his death but for as long as I can remember

(starting at about 3 years of age and I am now 83) I recall that my

Grandmother, my Mother and my Aunt were all substantially

distraught by that event in their lives for as long as they lived!!

Without going into all the details, it has become very apparent to

me that suicide in a family casts a very long and somber shadow
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As an avid student of genealogy and family history I
also have an academic interest in these significant
events in families and want to understand more of
the dynamics behind them. Hence, I present the
doleful tale uncovered while learning about an old
Dartmouth house and some of those who lived there.
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THE TALE

There are times when one seeks the “story” of an old house
by researching the surviving relevant records and suffers
frustration with sad surprises and mysteries and unanswered
questions still remaining before the search is seemingly
finished.

I have set out to learn about the house at 197 Horseneck
Road
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Utilizing historic maps (so-called “residential maps”)
available for Dartmouth for the years 1852, 1856, 1858,
1871, and 1895 an attempt to get the names of residents in
those years initially led to an erroneous conclusion. The
researcher mistakenly identified the residence currently at
133 Horseneck Road as the house of interest.
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1895 MAP
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1871 MAP
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1858 MAP
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1856 MAP
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1852 MAP
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C W Barker to Paul 
Barker

Paul Barker to ?

Edward S. Lawrence 

to Helen A. (Smith) 
Lawrence

to Myron Lawrence
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OOPS! THIS IS Edward S. 
Lawrence
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1798 DIRECT TAX
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1880 CENSUS- DARTMOUTH - PAUL BARKER & 2 OF HIS CHILDREN, 
WORKING THE FARM
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1850, The family of William C. Reed, 40 & Judith Reed, 38-
James A., 18, Susan R., 13, George W., 10, Hannah E., 8, & 
Jeremiah G., 5. (1850 US Census)

1852, Nov 5-Oldest son James A. Reed purchases for $125, 
a woodlot which his mother Judith inherited from her 
father Jeremiah Gidley, 7 acres & 85 rods (James is 20 at 
this time). (BCLR 37:498-499).
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1852, Dec 14- Howard & Elizabeth Potter sell James A. Reed for $201, 6 acres & 
112 rods of land joining the Samuel Barker Farm.(BCLR 37: 499,500) 

1854, Sep 24-James A. Reed, 23, farmer of Dartmouth & Sylvia W. Francis, 20, of 
Fall River married (DVR- Marriages 1854)

1855-MA State Census-James A. Reed, 24, Farmer & Sylvia W. Reed living in 
Dartmouth (see neighbors) (1855 MA State Census)
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1856, 21 January- Death of sister Hannah E. at age 13y 9m, in 
Dartmouth, “Scrofula” (DVR-Deaths 1856)

1857, Jun 21-Marriage of Susan R. Reed,(sister of James), 19 of 
Dartmouth & Asa Stephens, 26, Mariner of Gardiner ME (DVR-
Marriages 1857).

1857, “Asa Stevens” ships out on Ship <Ohio II>, RANK “1st Mate” 
(NBWM WHALING CREW db)



LONG SHADOWS

1860-US Census-James Reed, 28, farmhand, Sylvia W. Reed, 26, & 
Hannah E., 1, Household in Dartmouth, near Benjamin Head and 
Samuel Barker, note also that James’ father “Cory” was listed in the 
Samuel Barker household as a farmhand. (1860 US Census)

1860, Jul 30-US Census- Asa Stephens, seaman, 29, born in ME, PE 
worth $500, & Susan Stephens, 24, born in MA, living in Dartmouth. 
(1860 US Census)

1861-”Asa Stevens” ships out on Bark <John Wells>, RANK “1st 
Mate” (NBWM WHALING CREW db) (His last voyage).
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ACRES OF IMPROVED LAND-70; UNIMPROVED 20; CASH VALUE OF FARM-$5,300: VALUE OF FARMING MACHINERY-
158:LIVESTOCK: 1 HORSE, 5 MILK COWS, 2 WORKING OXEN, 3 OTHER CATTLE, 12 SHEEP, 2 SWINE: VALUE OF 
LIVESTOCK 475:  YEAR’S PRODUCE: INDIAN CORN-150 BU, OATS 150 BU, WOOL- 60 LBS.

1860
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PRODUCE: IRISH POTATOES-75BU, BARLEY-50BU, VALUE OF PRODUCE OF MKT GARDEN-40, HAY 25 TONS, VALUE OF 
ANIMALS SLAUGHTERED-85.                 

1860
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1861, Jan 25- Heirs of Jeremiah Gidley to Philip H. Gidley, for $250, a lot of land with
all the buildings thereon, in Dartmouth on the road from “Cuff’s Corner, so-called to
Russells Mills,...”being the homestead property of Jeremiah Gidley, deceased”. The
Grantors included: Abraham M. Gidley, George W. Gidley, Wanton Sherman, Charles
Jones, James Reed, Asa Stephens, George Reed, Jeremiah Reed, together with the
wives: Nancy B. Gidley, wife of Abraham M., Alice Gidley, wife of George W., Nancy
H. Sherman, wife of Wanton, Jerusha Ann Jones, wife of Charles, (Sylvia) Reed, wife
of James, Susan Stephens, wife of Asa. (BCLR 79:305,306)
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1863, Jun-James A. Reed, 31, farmer on a list “subject to military duty”, REMARKS-
“Asthmatic” (Civil War Draft Registrations)

1864 ca- Death of 1W Sylvia W. (Francis) Reed (date calculated from age and date 
of death from the grave marker), aged 30 at death, (Find A Grave-Apponegansett 
Friends Cemetery).

1865, Jun 22- MA State Census-James A. Reed, 31, widower with children Hannah,
6, and Sylvia W. 4, and (sister) Susan C. Stephens, 38, widow-making up the
household, with neighbor Benjamin Head (1865 MA State Census). (Note: this
indicates that Asa Stephens died between 25 Jan 1861, when he signed a
conveyance along with other heirs of Jeremiah Gidley, and 22 June 1865, when
Susan was declared a widow.)
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1865, Nov 5-Marriage, 2w,  in Dartmouth, James A. Reed, 34 & Mary M. Reynolds, 21, 
daughter of David B. & Elizabeth Reynolds & sister of his brother Jeremiah’s wife 
Ruth Reynolds (DVR-Marriages 1865)

1870, Jul 22-US Census-Family with RE of $600-James A. Reed, 38, Mary M. Reed, 24 
(2w), Hannah E. Reed, 10, & Sylvia W. Reed, 5; neighbors Cory, 62, & Sarah, 54, Reed
and Prince Allen. (1870 US Census)

1871-”J. Reed” indicated on Map of Dartmouth, see Exhibit A (1871 Beers Map of 
Dartmouth)



1870 CENSUS DARTMOUTH
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1896, Feb 6-Stillborn baby boy, Sylvia W Reed & Emanuel D. Mosher (WVR-deaths 
1896)

1896, May 5, Death from cancer at age 50, Mary (Reynolds) Reed, 2w of James A. 
Reed, in Dartmouth. (DVR-Deaths 1896).

1896, Jun 28-Death by suicide, “hanging in the barn”, James A. Reed, twice a 
widower, aged 64 y 11 d (DVR-Deaths 1896)
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1897, Apr 6-Hannah E. (Reed) Mosher & Sylvia W. (Reed) Mosher, for $1 and
“other valuable considerations” convey to Mary M. Mosher, “two tracts or parcels
of land in Dartmouth” 1 containing 7 acres and 24 rods more or less and the other,
the same as conveyed to James A. Reed by William C. Reed, the 2nd, abutting S.
Barker’s land, being the premises conveyed by Howard Potter to James A. Reed,
containing 6 acres 112 rods, more or less. (BCLR 189:40, 41)
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Died June 28, 1896
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SUMMARY OF THE LIFE & DEATH OF JAMES A. REED: A 

TIMELINE
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TIMELINE
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1897, September 14, farmer from Westport marries Dartmouth 
girl, Helen Almy Smith, aged 19, in New Bedford
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Edward Sutton Lawrence
(1866-1909)

Father of Myron Lawrence 
et al
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Husband, Edward S. 

Lawrence died in 1909 at 
age 43, leaving her a 
widow with 7 children.
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1894 Death of Father of 14 Children
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1897, Sep 14-Helen Almy Smith, 19 of Dartmouth & Edward S. Lawrence, 29, farmer 
of Westport, marry in New Bedford (DVR Marriages 1897)

1900, Apr 21-Mary M. & Frederick P. Mosher, convey for $1 “and other valuable
considerations” the same two lots they acquired from the Reed sisters Hannah and
Sylvia to Edward S. Lawrence, (one abutter is the S. Barker farm) (BCLR
209:359,360) 39, (1900 US CENSUS Westport)



LONG SHADOWS

1900, Jun 7-US Census, Westport- Family of Sherman W. Mosher, 61 & wife Hannah E. 
(Reed) Mosher (1900 US Census Westport) with baby son Harwood, aged 1.

1908, Jan 30- Death of Sherman W. Mosher in Westport, husband of Hannah E. (Reed) 
Mosher, from Diabetes. (WVR- Deaths 1908).

1908, Jul 14-Death by suicide, (chloroform poisoning), Hannah E. (Reed) Mosher, aged 
49 y, 1 m, 2 days, widow, daughter of James A. Reed and Sylvia Francis, in Westport. 
(WVR- Deaths 1908).
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1909, Oct 29-Death at 43, Edward S. Lawrence, from abscess of liver and uremia, in 
Dartmouth, leaving widow and seven children.  (Father of Myron S. Lawrence) (DVR 
Deaths 1909).
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Edward Sutton Lawrence
(1866-1909)

Father of Myron Lawrence 
et al
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One of the best resources for learning about the history of Real Estate is the collection
of deeds for Massachusetts found online at FamilySearch.org. Accordingly, such a
search was performed and is the basis for learning much more when combined with
the other documentary evidence uncovered. A table showing abstracts of these deeds
is attached and explains some of the chain of ownership of the premises. However, it
leaves as a mystery when the house was built since the deeds found to date do not
mention the “building thereon”.
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Our strongest evidence found so far is the combination of the 1871 map, the 1895
map, and the statement by the granddaughter of Edward S. Lawrence, who
purchased the property in 1900 from Mary M. & Frederick Mosher. Cynthia Tardif,
the granddaughter tells me that when her grandfather purchased the property there
was an existing house. The maps do not necessarily indicate ownership but they do
represent “residence”.
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1865 -BCLR(54:448,449) Charles W. Barker (son of Samuel) buys from (sister) Sarah
W. (Barker) Gifford et UX William, for $3,300, “one undivided half part”with land
and dwelling house with other buildings, about one mile southerly from “Russells
Mils Village”...homestead of Samuel Barker, deceased…

1865 -BCLR(54: 449,450) Charles W. Barker buys from mother, Sarah H. Barker,
widow, “all the rights, titles and interest which (she) has in the land with the
dwelling house and other buildings thereon situated”...homestead farm of the late
Samuel Barker…
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1865 -BCLR(54:450,451,452,453) Charles W. Barker mortgages the property to
James A. Tripp for $4,400.

1867 -BCLR(60:508,509) Conveyance from Charles W. Barker to Paul Barker of
Middletown, RI

1867 -BCLR(60:517,518) Paul Barker gets a mortgage for $2,000 from James A.
Tripp
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