
THE HELFAND FAMILY OF 
DARTMOUTH

 A ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION

 MODERATOR: BOB HARDING

 MEMBERS AT THE TABLE:

 EDITH HELFAND

 SOPHIE HELFAND

 AURORA (LAFOND) CHACE

 DORIS (DAVIES) DAVENPORT

 RUBEN GOLDSTEIN



HELFAND FAMILY OF 
DARTMOUTH

OVERVIEW

 SLIDE PRESENTATION WITH COMMENTS 
AND/OR QUESTIONS AT ANY TIME

 AT END OF SLIDES:

 GENERAL QUESTIONS IN REGARDS

 THE FARM & FAMILY

 FAMILY & FARM STORIES

 PRIMARY & GRAMMAR SCHOOL

 DARTMOUTH HIGH SCHOOL



THE HELFAND FAMILY OF 
DARTMOUTH

OVERVIEW

INTRODUCTION:
RUSSIAN BACKGROUND
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 THE PALE OF SETTLEMENT

 . . . WAS A WESTERN REGION OF IMPERIAL RUSSIA IN
WHICH PERMANENT RESIDENCY BY JEWS WAS ALLOWED
AND BEYOND WHICH PERMANENT RESIDENCY WAS
GENERALLY PROHIBITED

 IT WAS ABOUT 20% OF IMPERIAL RUSSIA AND INCLUDED
MUCH OF PRESENT-DAY LITHUANIA, BELARUS, POLAND,
MOLDOVA, LATVIA, UKRAINE, & PARTS OF WESTERN
RUSSIA
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 CONDITIONS OF LIFE IN RUSSIA

 The concentration of Jews in the Pale made
them easy targets for pogroms and anti-Jewish
riots by the majority population. These, along
with the repressive May Laws, often devastated
whole communities.

 Though pogroms were staged throughout the
existence of the Pale, particularly devastating
attacks occurred in 1881–83 and 1903–06,
targeting hundreds of communities, assaulting
thousands of Jews, and causing considerable
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 GUSSIE (ROSOFSKY) HELFAND & ANNIE 
(ROSOFSKY) HELFAND, MOTHER OF 13 & 
MOTHER OF 7 

“A small town of Minsk”  (UZDA)

 HARRY HELFAND & WILLIAM HELFAND, 
THEIR HUSBANDS, WERE BORN IN SLUTZ, 
ANOTHER TOWN IN MINSK
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 EMIGRATION FROM RUSSIA – ANNIE & 
GUSSIE IN THE LATE 1890’S

 WILLIAM & HARRY IN 1902

 RELATIVES OF THEIR MOTHER (IDA 
BARESHEVSKY) WERE IN FALL RIVER
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 WEDDING BELLS!

 WILLIAM HELFAND m ANNIE ROSOFSKY-
ABT 1907

 HARRY HELFAND m GUSSIE ROSOFSKY-
4 JULY 1911



HELFANDS OF DARTMOUTH

 1910 CENSUS LIVING IN HIGH HILL AREA

 SAMUEL & IDA, (Married, 30 yrs); WILLIAM & 
ANNIE (Married, 3 yrs)

 BROTHERS: HARRY, 24; HENRY, 16; & 
LOUIS, 12
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1895 EVERTS & EDWARDS MAP-HIGH HILL AREA OF DARTMOUTH
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 HIGH HILL FARM TOO SMALL

 22 JUNE 1912 – FARM ON CHASE RD 
BOUGHT BY SAMUEL, WILLIAM & HARRY 
HELFAND FROM HOLDER W. POTTER
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“H. W. POTTER” SOLD TO THE HELFANDS
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CLOSER VIEW OF “H. W. POTTER”      
FARM IN 1895 SHOWING IMMEDIATE 
NEIGHBORHOOD



HELFANDS OF DARTMOUTH

ZOOMED IN!!!
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1964 PHOTO HELFAND FARMHOUSE AND BARN
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PHOTO CREDITS FOR FOLLOWING:  FROM DNRT 
REPORT
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CRITICAL FACT: FOR DATING THE HOUSE
(Not earlier than 1840)
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 CHILDREN OF WILLIAM & ANNIE HELFAND

 IDA b abt 1911

 ESTHER b abt 1915

 FRANCES b abt 1916

 DOROTHY b abt 1918

 MIRVING b abt 1920

 HELEN b abt 1923

 SAMUEL b abt 1927
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 CHILDREN OF HARRY & GUSSIE HELFAND

 THOMAS b abt 1912

 BARNEY b 23 January 1914

 IDA b abt 1915

 MILTON              b abt 1916

 HOWARD           b abt 1919

 ARNOLD            b abt 1921

 EDITH                b abt 1922

 SOPHIE              b abt 1923

 SAMUEL b abt 1926
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FRONT LEFT: MERVIN & ARNOLD
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HELEN, d WILLIAM & 
ANNIE

LOVED CATS

←--- NOTE HOUSE
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HELEN d WILLIAM & ANNIE

NOTE THE  HOUSE IN 
BACKGROUND
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IDA, OLDEST d OF WILLIAM 
& ANNIE HELFAND
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SAM, s HARRY & GUSSIE 
HELFAND
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MERVIN, s WILLIAM & 
ANNIE HELFAND
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1988 PHOTO – FAMILY OF HARRY & GUSSIE HELFAND
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10 OF THE 13 CHILDREN OF HARRY & GUSSIE HELFAND



HELFANDS OF DARTMOUTH

ANNIE AT THE 
BEACH
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THREE OF WILLIAM & 
ANNIE'S CHILDREN

IDA IN FRONT & 
MERVIN NEED HELP 

WITH BACK LEFT
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GUSSIE HELFAND

AFTER THE MOVE TO 
SLOCUM ROAD
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WILLIAM HELFAND HOUSE FRONT ORIGINAL HOUSE IN BACKGROUND
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WILLIAM HELFAND
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SAM, s WILLIAM & ANNIE
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SAM HELFAND, s OF WILLIAM & ANNIE-AT WORK ON THE FARM
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WHICH BROTHER IS THIS?
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HELEN, d WILLIAM 
& ANNIE

IN UNIFORM
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IS THIS IDA?
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IS THIS HOWARD?
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IDA & MERVIN 
WERE WILLIAM 

& ANNIE'S 
CHILDREN

MILTON & 
HOWARD 

WERE HARRY 
& GUSSIE'S

NOT SURE 
WHICH SAM 
SERVED IN 

THE 
SERVICE
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 FOR DISCUSSION

 HOW DID THE TWO FAMILIES DIVIDE THE 
USE OF THE SPACE IN THE HOUSE??

 FIRST FLOOR

 SECOND FLOOR

 DRAWING FROM DON PLANT FOR REFERENCE
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 HOW DID THE TWO FAMILIES DIVIDE THE 
WORK???

 IN THE HOUSE?

 ON THE FARM

 IN THE BARN?

 IN THE FIELDS?
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 DO YOU REMEMBER HARD TIMES?

 ANY SPECIFIC STORIES?

 DO YOU REMEMBER GOOD TIMES?

 SPECIFIC STORIES?
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 TELL US ABOUT SCHOOL & CHURCH

 CHURCH & SYNAGOGUE

 SCHOOL

 PRIMARY & GRAMMAR SCHOOL

 TRANSPORTATION

 TEACHERS & SCHOOL LIFE

 DARTMOUTH HIGH SCHOOL

 TRANSPORTATION

 CLASSMATES, TEACHERS & SCHOOL ACTIVITIES
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 HELFANDS IN WORLD WAR II

 TELL US WHO SERVED AND IN WHAT 
BRANCH OF THE SERVICE
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 IN THE INTERVIEW WITH GUSSIE, YOUR 
MOTHER,  MANY STORIES WERE 
REFERENCED

 DO YOU REMEMBER ANY OF THEM?
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 GUSSIE BROUGHT BAGS OF FEATHERS ON 
THE TRIP FROM RUSSIA TO THE USA??

 FATHER, HARRY, HAD AN ACCIDENT & LOST 
A LEG

 HARRY FELL DOWN THE DUG WELL & 
WORRIED HIS CHILDREN
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 WHAT ANIMALS WERE ON THE FARM & WHO 
TOOK CARE OF THEM?

 THE FIELDS ARE NOW FREE OF ROCKS, HOW 
DID THAT HAPPEN, THIS IS NEW ENGLAND?

 TELL US ABOUT YOUR MOTHER'S BAKING & 
COOKING

 WE DO NOT KNOW MUCH ABOUT TOM'S DAIRY 
TELL US ABOUT IT
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 MORE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS FROM 
THE FLOOR??
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THANK YOU ALL FOR COMING & FOR YOUR 
PARTICIPATION

ALSO THANKS FOR YOUR FINANCIAL
SUPPORT OF OUR PROGRAMS THROUGH
YOUR DONATIONS & YOUR MEMBERSHIP!!


